
ALIYA KANANI Comedian, Actress, Writer

Aliya Kanani is a celebrated comedian, actress, and writer known for her vibrant personality and incisive humor. Her 
acclaimed one-woman show, Where You FROM, From?, explores themes of identity and belonging with wit and warmth, 
earning accolades like Best of Fest and Patrons Pick. Through her comedy, Aliya tackles complex issues such as race, 
gender, and societal labels, drawing from her own experiences as a world traveler to debunk stereotypes and connect with 
audiences on a human level.

Aliya has toured across Canada, Australia, South Africa, the UK, and the USA, performing at prestigious events like Just 
For Laughs, the Melbourne International Comedy Festival, and the Johannesburg International Comedy Festival. Her 
standup is featured on CBC’s LOL network and SiriusXM, highlighting her wide-ranging appeal.

In addition to her comedy, Aliya has earned critical acclaim in film, notably with a Best Lead Actress nomination from the 
Academy for Canadian Cinema and Television for her role in Scarborough. She has appeared at the Toronto International 
Film Festival and stars alongside Amanda Seyfried in Seven Veils, as well as in the latest season of Law and Order: Toronto.

Aliya’s writing talents are evident in her work for the sketch show Abroad and as a finalist in the Just for Laughs Standup 
& Pitch competition for her series HYPE. With a career that spans comedy, film, and television, Aliya Kanani continues to 
leave a mark on the entertainment industry, creating impactful and entertaining works that foster connection and laughter.

aliyakanani.com

https://aliyakanani.com


Drink, Pray, Love
Think Julia Roberts, but brown, funny and poor. Join 
comedian and Canadian academy award-nominated 
actress Aliya Kanani on a hilarious journey of self-re-
flection, from learning to meditate at an ashram in 
India to accidentally joining a cult in Texas. 

“Comical wisdom”  Fourth Wall Media
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TOURING SHOWS

Where You FROM, from?
30 countries, 10 schools, 6 languages... so, where 
am I from? Good question. Using humour, Aliya 
learned to adapt and take up space in her ever-chang-
ing surroundings. Constantly moving meant she was 
always the new kid and an easy target... until she 
learned the best way to handle a bully is to beat them 
to the punch! Aliya relocated with her family from 
one Canadian city to the next, and when they ran out 
of places to move... they went to Africa! Growing up 
with this nomadic rhythm contributed to her taste 
for movement and adventure. Visiting over 30 countries, Aliya learned life by immersing herself in different cultures, meeting 
teachers through the people she encountered. Her curious nature meant she sometimes got herself into trouble, but somehow 
always talked her way out... usually by making people laugh... sometimes without even speaking their language!  After all her 
roaming, Aliya still can’t figure out how to answer the one question she’s asked every place she’s ever been: “Where you from?”

“While her “otherness” is the central theme of the conversation in Where You FROM, From?, the heart of Kanani’s show is in forming 
a “togetherness” with the room and her audience... ensuring the audience always has plenty to laugh at and plenty to bond over.” (My 
Melbourne Arts)

VIEW EPK

VIEW EPK VIEW: 4 MINUTE SIZZLE REEL VIEW: OSAC SHOWCASE 2024
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